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grew more and more irritated by some of her
ways. A chilly person, Marie liked a mass of
coverings on her bed, while Louis XV found it
very hot and uncomfortable; she took a long time
to get to sleep, and had a servant tell her stories
of her country, even when the king was lying at
her side. Through quite innocent customs and
tastes, and through a complete ignorance of
psychology, she compromised relations that meant
much, and made her company less agreeable to
the king; inperceptibly he began to come less
frequently to her room, till the day when he did
not come any more.

She did not know how to keep him interested;
Stanislas Leczinski once said: "My 'wife and my
daughter are the two most boring queens I have
ever met." In spite of the exaggeration obvious
in such a statement there can be seen an element of
truth; to beguile the monotony of hours spent in
the queen's room Louis XV used to kill flies on
the window panes; play cards and talk with some
of the ladies; he was always impatient to get on
his horse to go to Rambouillet, Fontainebleau,
Madrid, or one of his hunting rendez-vous.

Le Mercure de France records the king's visit to
Vaux-le-Vicomte on zoth July 1731.

"ffis Majesty," it says, "examined attentively the
pictures representing the campaigns of his host, the
Marshal de Villars, the places he had attacked and
the battles he had fought. After the king had
amused himself for a while in the rooms, he got
into a carriage with Mme de Villars and went for